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CCA #60    Malibu Creek 

DESCRIPTION  
Malibu Creek is one of the two largest watersheds in the Santa Monica Bay 
Watershed Management Area.  This CCA contains mostly undeveloped mountain 
areas, large acreage residential properties, and many natural stream reaches.  
 
Nutrients, coliform, trash, and in some cases metals impair the water quality in 
some streams within the Malibu Creek watershed.  Nonpoint source (NPS) 
pollution from human activities is strongly implicated, including ill-placed or 
malfunctioning septic systems, and runoff from horse corrals.  Nutrient inputs are 
also contributed by urban runoff, and by the wastewater treatment plant, which 
discharges treated tertiary effluent into the Creek about five miles upstream of 
Malibu Lagoon. 

Malibu Creek and Lagoon at 
Surfrider Beach 

(Copyright © 2005 Kenneth & 
Gabrielle Adelman, California Coastal 

Records Project). 
For more photos, visit: 

www.californiacoastline.org. 

 

REASON FOR CCA IDENTIFICATION    
Malibu Creek is a 2002 303(d)-listed impaired waterbody that flows into a Marine Protected Area. 
 

POLLUTED RUNOFF CONDITIONS 
Top 5 Runoff Pollutants of Concern  

2002 303(d)-Listed Pollutants  
TMDL Priority 

(& Proposed Completion if available) 

Efforts to 
Address 

Pollutants 
(See next page)

Selected Coastal Zone 
Waterbodies 

Coliform 
& 

Pathogens

Nutrients 
& 

Eutrophic

Sediment Trash 
& 

Scum/ Foam

DDT  
& 

PCBs 

 

Malibu Creek ▲ ▲ 
High      

(2003) 
 

▲ 
Nutrients 

High 
(2003) 

▲ 
Low      

 

▲ 
Trash 

Medium 
Scum/ Foam 

High 
(2003) 

[▲]1  

  Malibu Lagoon  ■  ■ 
High 

(2002-03) 

■ 
Eutrophic 

High 
(2002) 

    

Malibu Lagoon Beach  • • 
High 

(2002) 

   • 
Low 

 

Cold Creek  ♦       

Other waterbodies         

 Potential Sources of Pollutants in Coastal Waterbodies  
Agriculture       
 Livestock Grazing  
(horses) 

[▲♦]1     h 

Urban Areas       
 Urban Runoff/Storm 
Sewers 

[▲  • ♦]1   [▲]1  a, c, d, f, h 

 Septic [▲  • ♦]1  [▲]1   b, e 

http://www.californiacoastline.org/cgi-bin/captionlist.cgi?searchstr=Malibu+Creek&flags=0%20
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Potential Sources of 
Pollutants, continued 

Coliform 
& 

Pathogens 

Nutrients 
& 

Eutrophic 

Sediment Trash 
& 

Scum/ Foam 

DDT  
& 

PCBs 

Efforts to 
Address 

Pollutants 

Hydromodification   [▲]1    
Unspecified Nonpoint Source ▲ ■ • ▲■ ▲ Trash 

▲ 
• g 

Source Unknown    Scum/ Foam 
▲ 

  

Historic    Trash 
[● ]1

  

1 Brackets indicate information from the Regional Water Quality Control Board on pollutants, and potential 
sources of pollutants, which are not listed on the 303(d) list for the waterbody indicated.  
 

MAJOR EFFORTS TO IMPLEMENT NPS MANAGEMENT MEASURES 
a) Malibu Creek Watershed Advisory Council http://www.malibuwatershed.or

g/
Santa Monica Mountains Resource 
Conservation District  

Melina Watts (310) 455-1030 info@malibuwatershed.org
 

 A unique partnership of government agencies, local organizations, industry and the public working together to 
restore and protect the Malibu creek watershed. 

b) Septic Management at Surfrider Beach/Malibu Lagoon http://www.malibuwatershed.or
g/2ndLevel/projects_ongoing.ht
ml  

City of Malibu Claudio Sanchez (310) 456-2489 csanchez@ci.malibu.ca.us
 Grants to: Implement a Septic Tank Management Plan; Source Abatement at Malibu City/ Los Angeles County; 
Implementation of SMBRP Septics Management Plan; Storm Drain Filtration and Disinfection 

c) Malibu Beach/Creek Runoff Projects http://www.malibuwatershed.or
g/2ndLevel/projects_ongoing.ht
ml  

City of Calabasas  Bettina Leeney (818) 878-4242 info@cityofcalabasas.com  
 Grants to: System to Capture and Treat Runoff before it enters Malibu Creek; Source Abatement; Planning Study at 
Surfrider Beach/Malibu Lagoon (Malibu Creek). 

d) Treatment System for Storm Drain Runoff http://www.malibuwatershed.or
g/2ndLevel/projects_ongoing.ht
ml  

City of Malibu Claudio Sanchez (310) 456-2489 csanchez@ci.malibu.ca.us
 Grant for installation of a Stormwater Disinfection Facility to treat dry-weather and first flush runoff from two 
major storm drains in the Civic Center area which outlet into Malibu Creek. 

e) Septic System Repair at Malibu Lagoon (Surfrider) Beach    
County of Los Angeles, Dept of Beach & 
Harbors 

 (310) 305-9503 beaches@dbh.co.la.ca.us  

 Grant for improvement and upgrades to an aging septic system located at the beach. 
f) Non-Point Urban Runoff Reduction Program (2002-2004) http://www.malibuwatershed.or

g/2ndLevel/projects_ongoing.ht
ml
 

Las Virgenes Municipal Water District Randall Orton (818) 251-2145 rorton@lvmwd.com    
 Grant project to reduce residential urban runoff through voluntary irrigation tune-ups. 
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g) Assessment of Water Quality and Loadings From Natural 
Landscapes 

http://www.sccwrp.org/about/rs
pln2005-2006.html#a1  

Southern California Coastal Water Research 
Project 

Eric Stein (714) 372-9233 erics@sccwrp.org  

 Evaluate natural background loadings of nutrients, bacteria, metals, and organic carbon from undeveloped 
catchments during both wet and dry season; baseline flow, algae, and benthic macroinvertebrates will be measured. 

h) Santa Monica Bay Restoration Plan http://www.santamonicabay.org
/site/home/layout/index.jsp  

Santa Monica Bay Restoration Commission Shelly Luce (213) 576-6600 sluce@waterboards.ca.gov  
 Action Plan for Bay restoration and management. 

 

REGULATORY/PLANNING JURISDICTIONS 

 City of Malibu, Engineering 
Services 

http://www.ci.malibu.ca
.us/index.cfm?fuseactio

n=nav&navid=38

Claudio 
Sanchez 

(310) 
456-2489  csanchez@ci.malibu.ca.us 

 City of Malibu, Planning 
Dept. 

http://www.ci.malibu.ca
.us/index.cfm?fuseactio

n=nav&navid=42
CJ Amstrup (310) 

456-2489 cjamstrup@ci.malibu.ca.us 

 Los Angeles County, Public 
Works, Watershed 
Management Dept. 

http://ladpw.org/wmd/ Terri Grant (626) 
458-4300 tgrant@ladpw.org  

 Los Angeles County, Planning 
Dept. 

http://planning.co.la.ca.
us/

Dave 
Cowardin 

(213) 
974-6422 dcowardin@planning.co.la.ca.us

 Las Virgenes Municipal 
Water District 

http://www.lvmwd.dst.c
a.us/

Randall 
Orton 

(818) 
251-2145 rorton@lvmwd.com    

 Calif. Coastal Commission, 
Water Quality Unit 

http://www.coastal.ca.g
ov/nps/npsndx.html 

Tracy 
Duffey 

(805) 
585-1809 tduffey@coastal.ca.gov       

 Los Angeles Regional Water 
Quality Control Board 

http://www.waterboards
.ca.gov/losangeles/ 

Raymond 
Jay 

(213) 
576-6689 rjay@waterboards.ca.gov 

 State Water Resources 
Control Board, ASBSs 

http://www.swrcb.ca.go
v/plnspols/oplans/asbs.h

tml

Connie 
Anderson 

(916) 
341-5280 csanderson@waterboards.ca.gov

 California Coastal 
Conservancy 

http://www.coastalcons
ervancy.ca.gov/ Mary Small (510) 

286-4181 msmall@scc.ca.gov 

 Calif. Dept. of Fish & Game, 
Marine Region 

http://www.dfg.ca.gov/
mrd/ 

John 
Ugoretz  

(831) 
649-2893 jugoretz@dfg.ca.gov 

 Calif. State Parks, Angeles 
District 

http://www.parks.ca.go
v/?page_id=614

Suzanne 
Goode 

(818) 
880-0364 sgood@parks.ca.gov      
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